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Best 10 Books of 1984 



H Swamp Thing 

Jon Sable 
© American Flagg 
It Teen Titans 



5) Fantastic Four 



© X-Men 

ft Blue Devil 

O) Atari Force 

©Dr. Strange 
Power Pack 




*Best Books of 1984, Per R. A. Jones, Amazing Heroes # 63 
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§ Comics Buyer's Guide U 

Fan Awards for 1984 | 

i«: Vote for your favorite in each category: Jj£ 

n u 

M l. Favorite Editor „. ,, _——-—— M 

ytj 2. Favorite Writer -~ M — — aft 

:•«;: |«? 

P§ 3. Favorite Artist „ — .~~-.„... ....... ,, jjjg 



>]£ 4. Favorite Cover 

k 



>][♦. 



•][• 



ae 



U 



9. Favorite Supporting Character — 



Street or Box 



Please type or print your vote and information clearly 






•3t£ 5- Favorite Comic Book , _— ~~. „.-. — y 



& 



W 



>«: 6. Favorite Story 

M 

M 7. Favorite Book* .. * j 

?,,'. s i 

.♦u». W 

jj.j 8. Favorite Character ,- :: 

y 



H ""•■ " n 

0; 10. Favorite Publication about Comics M 

* £)£ 

Pi 1 1. Favorite Writer about Comics - M 

i'^ 1.2. Favorite Fan Artist jlfi 

I H 

i Jt : Phil Sou ling Award for Favorite Direct-Sale-Only Title _«. .. .. >1K 

S K 

■ 4 «J '"Favorite Book" can include your favorite graphic novel, favoritt reprint collection, favorite book about »„» 

?..» comics, etc. — with a copyright date of 1984. » i 

ij| On/y material oover^dated 1984 is eligible for consideration. '& 

y Anyone may copy and circulate this ballot, and any fan may vote only once and $i 

O u °t e /° r tt° ^ore t/ian one nominee in each category. Ballot-box stuffing will result $% 

O tn the destruction of all ballots involved. You need not vote in all categories. The jjKj 

ff Comics Buyer's Guide is not eligible for Category 10. |N| 

:V A /ree copy of The Comics Buyer's Guide #600 (which will carry the results of m, 

J*l voting) will be sent to any voter who does not already have a current or expired sub- >K< 

fi scription to CBG. ?K; 

$% Mail your ballot individually in a single envelope by April 13, 1985 to: $& 

'&£ The Comics Buyer's Guide Fan Awards 5jtK 

M 700 East State Street M 

M tola, Wisconsin 54990 W 

'& H 

>ltj' Name ,»~..... „._... „ Age.... Male Female (circle one) mZ 



'& „. « m 



m 



M City, State, and ZIP ,. O 

* £ P1asi«a tvnA ni- nrint vnnr trnte urtti Infnrmntinn nln«-rlv . l j 



m 






BGMeimsge w me //tat r;^f?0e. 
/?eo#&c> scAMvee eve. tvHeee 

*&1t?GG OF THE PAe/< 9&7Z0y£f?£ 

$prc?rr... 




"YO(SR& (S A VlgRANT OOUOEW -PINK. 
VEBV 'STtMULATIN© 1 , I WGHT AO.d.,; 



"OLIVE. HE SEENV& 
SENIGN TO ME... I 
BELIEVE HE REALLY 
HAS CHANGED 
IN SONie WW-"/ 




WHERE AAA I ■? WHEBE THE HELL AEE yOU? 
I GET A SENSE YOU'RE NO LONGEB AT ATARI. 




CHpiSi X FEEL uiiic VOu'Ke OySK-ffrtGO- 
JUWPISjG TOO FfJsE ANO PASSING OJK UNlVcKSe,.,) 
JUST COMCSNTRATe ON (KB.,,. KBVAX. 




| CONTINUED ON 2?ig P*GE FOLLOWING. 



"Shadamedafas' 

(I TRAVELED 369,484,276.025 MILES FOR REESE'S PIECES,) 




So he buys quite a 
few to take back . 
with him. He says he, 
mother loves the out 
of-this-world peanut 
Dutter taste of Reese 
Pieces and so does 
XYTOPUVhisoousif 



WE'LL FACE THAT PKOSLEAA WHEN 
THE TlWlE CO(u\ES. RIGHT MOW, OUR 
MAIN PE08UEW I© EIGHT HERE. 



CHRIS, YOU'RE 
ONLY CHANCE . ONLY 
THROUGH YOUR PHASING 
ABILITY CAN WE HOPE 
GET A FIX OM THE HOVlE 
UNIVERSE. THE RIPPLE 
EFFECT BLEW OUR 
INSTRUMENTS ALL TO 

HELL AND GONE 




HAVE TO NAVVGATE 

THE Gt-C-FASHtONeZ? 

WAY-. NO CONSPLlTeeS...A/0 

RADIATION eCAKI. PLAIN OLO 

&EAT-OF-THE-PANTS FLYING. 



...THAT 8LACKJAK WOUl 
PILOT SCANNER ONE 
INTO ATABI 6TAT10M... 
AND THAT He WOULD,, 

oo it with two 
eyes. 

\7Vt& EYESV! 

HOW CAN 

.THAT Be?, 



IT'S ALBEADY HAPPENED. 
THE TAZUNGS "IMPROVED" BLACKJAK- 
THEY SEDATED HIM &NO BEPLACED HIS 
FOBTA-OBS WITH AN ORGANIC UNIT 
\ SLACtOAK SAVe THE NEW EVEte 
\ SEEM GIVINO HIM TEOUSue 
^^ HE SEE© 7tX)/ttL*7M 

PIT" 








OOYOU?" 




>ou auvays wecze 

A-SUCKEBFOH AN 
UOLV FAC17- 



^AWa*?.. 



DON'T use 
THAT TONE ! 



TKIMliS. 
SLACKJAK'S. JUST 
WAITING FOE ANamea ' 
CHANCE TO TBV' TO WCIU. 
U&. HE DOES.NT BEUEVE 
/VORPHEA GOT THE DAUK 
D&STBOYEB OUT OP 
BLACKOAK ONCB 
AND FOB AUU. 






DAOI IB THEKfci / 
A BATON AU A»iAN / J 
HlOINti IN THEKE 
I CAN TALK. / 





PBf&fAPP FOB 7HE FINAL- Time, 
THE M/Cr/Ty S.l/f? HU/PLS /7&EL-E 

wro the ep?EAcu eeriVEEM &e/il/t/e&. 
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We're back — and thanks to your critical 
acclaim vis-a-vis these pre-letter- 
column updates, we'll get right to the 
letters this issue. No more beating 
around the bush — we know when we're 
not wantedl The only thing we'd like to 
mention this time around is a simple 
plea: We love your letters, hut please — 
in the future, could you type them up for 
us? Y'see, ye olde letter column writer 
has to re-type all the handwritten letters 
over again, and believe us when we tell 
you — it'sapainl Besides, if your letter is 
already typed, it stands a better chance 
of being reprinted in these pages. So 
take the extra time — you might be 
pleasantly rewarded for itl And now, 
without further ado — as promised 
earlier— LETTERS! 1 1 



Dear Guys: 

You guys know what the worst thing 
about ATARI FORCE is? After page 23 
you Have to wait 30 looong days for 
more fantastic art, great story, and an 
all-around good timel 

John Coates 
498 Crossroads Drive 
Conway, SC 29526 
P.S.: Giant ants with rocket 
launchers???!! I LOVE ITIII 
(Yeah, well, John, we loved it tool And if 
you've kept on reading the monthly 
adventures of the Force — which, judg- 
ing from your letter is a good proba- 
bility — you already know that Mike 
Baron 's giant ants were just the first in a 
looong line of rather bizarre Atari Force 
adversaries!) 



Dear ATARI FORCE: 

Thank you very much for the pure 
science fiction of ATARI FORCE. A 
tradition of excellence started with 
issue number one and has been grow- 
ing greater each issue, straight through 
to issue #1 4. To the creators, and those 
responsible for the continuing adven- 
tures of the ATARI FORCE: my loyalty. 

Well, enough of that — now on to the 
basics: Thank you for the "Return of 
Ridentl" I may be stoned for this, but 
Interfederation Customs Officer Rident 
Oly is by far my 2nd favorite character. 
(bait is #1 — after seeing her picture in 
DC sampler #2, 1 was hooked on ATARI 
FORCE.) For months I have been anx- 
iously waiting for good ole brother 
Rident to show up and either 1 ) save the 
day, or 2) mess everything up! You guys 



chose the former, and I am satisfied. 
Although, to be truthful, I was expect- 
ing Rident to show up at the end of issue 
#12 and arrest everybody! Please, 
whether as friend or enemy of ATARI 
FORCE, keep Rident alive and well, and 
very much a part of the action. I mean, 
heck, what kind of galaxy would we have 
without the blues? 

Faithfully, 
Billy Moorhouse 
305 W. Evans Street, Box 180 
Florence, SC 29502 
(Looks like we've granted your wish, 
Billy — since Rident reappeared on the 
scene back in issue HI 4, he's been a 
constant source of aggravation to the 
Force — and he's just getting started! 
Also, you mentioned the DC Sampler, 
and since some of our readers might not 
be aware of its existence, we thought 
we'd explain a bit about it: The DC 
Samplers are distributed free of charge 
in comic book stores and comic book 
conventions across the country — you 
won't find them on newsstands. They 
contain thirty-two pages of info on a 
selected bunch of our monthly comics. 
The idea, of course, is to make you 
interested enough in some of our 
comics to go out and try them! There 
ha vebeen three DC Samplers so far and 
more will undoubtedly be coming your 
way in the future. Just one more reason 
to seek out your nearest comic shop and 
become a regular customer. J 



Dear Force Family 

I would like to comment on the cover 
of issue #14. This is the best cover 
artistry I've seen on this book so far. This 
topped my now second favorite cover on 
issue #9 of Dart. I loved the concept of 
drawing this cover from Pakrat's point of 
view. The rendition of Kargg was also 
the best I've seen yet. So, Jose and Ed, 
keep up the good work— that's an 
order!! 

Todd Emoto 
1 7632 69th Ave. W. 
Edmonds, WA 98020 
(Thanks tor the compliment, Todd— but 
your congratulations may be a wee bit 
misplaced! Y'see, the cover you men- 
tioned was actually designed by Ed 
Hannigan, who, because he rarely does 
finished pencils on covers, often 
receives no credit for his work. That's a 
shame, considering he's also designed 
the covers for issue HI 3 — DO versus 
Martin Champion— and #16— Intro of 
the Tailings — both of which we con- 



sider of equal quality. And when Ed H. s 
too busy to grace us with a cover design, 
we place our confidence in Paris Cullins, 
who designed this issue's cover, as well 
as last issues startling Black - 
jak/Tazlings illo — which is our personal 
favorite among all the ATARI FORCE 
covers. And lest we forget — the contri- 
bution of regular cover inker/fixer- 
upper Jose Luis Garcia Lopez can not be 
underestimated. After all — he's the guy 
who created the Force — and he knows 
how to draw 'em better than anybody \\) 



Dear Atari Force: 

I've been collecting comics for one 
year now, and I have to tell you, ATARI 
FORCE is my favorite DC Comic book. I 
have the whole set! I just read issue 
#14. The cover drove me wild! With 
Kargg over Pakrat and Taz's feet stick- 
ing out — it was like a magnet! But you 
shouldn't have killed Kargg in this issue. 
I likeTaza lot. Please keep him in ATARI 
FORCE a long while. He has a lot ot" 
potential. If you could, could you do a 
solo story about him? Even just a back- 
up story would be nice to see. Anyway, 
keep up the good work! 

Wade Young 
lYou asked for it, you got it — a Taz solo 
story is coining in the very next issue! 
Written and drawn by Ed Hannigan, it's 
kinda, sorta an origin story, but then 
again it's a — aw, read it and see for 
yourself!) 



Hi, Guys: 

Before I start to ramble, let me tell you 
where I'm coming from. I'm a 24-year- 
old college student at U. Mass Amherst 
and I pull 30 hours weekly working with 
a direct sales store — Comics Plus. As a 
result, this letter is going to be a 
fan/retailer reaction. 

Anyhow, on to ATARI FORCE. In 
short, it's one of your highest quality 
books. Real life has been breathed into 
the characters both on the parts of 
Conway and Lopez. It's paced well, has 
good plot twists and suspense, and stars 
characters that I find more "human" 
than found in most other mainstream 
comics. I'm also pleased that it's not 
written strictly on a teenage level — it's 
got many adult aspects that give it a 
good taste. It's also not bad science 
fiction — as comic book science fiction 
goes. It's got it's share of pseudo- 
scientific doubletalk (i.e. the Multi- 
[ CONTINUED ON 3gPAGf IOLLOWJN6~ '; 



ANOTHER BIG HIT FROM BONKERS! 
THE BONKERS! BIKE BAG. 



FRUIT CANDY 



Bonkers! hits you again— with this fun new bike 
bag. It attaches to the front or back of your 
bike, and you can only get it from Bonkers! 
Bonkers! comes in 3 chewy fruity flavors- 
strawberry grape, and orange. Bonkers! 
is so superfluity Bonkers! bonks you out! 




All orders must be received by August 15, 1985. I 
void where toxed or prohibited. Offer good only I 
in U.S. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
& NABISCO BRANDS, INC. 1985. 
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TM indicates Trademark of DC Comics Inc. ©1982 1982 Remco Toys, Inc. Ne« York, NY 10010 



AVAILABLE AT PARTlCtPATING 



.THE SAVING PLACE, 



'IlitW 



verse;, out on the flip side 0' tne aoi n 
we've got reasonably good aliens (albeit 
humanoid) and some of science fiction a 
staples (i.e. anti-matter weapons). All in 
all, in my opinion and many other of my 
employees (and R.A. Jones), it's one of 
the top ten books on the stands today. 

Why doesn't this "highly acclaimed" 
cook sell like a top-ten book? Well, we 
both know the answer to that. It gets so 
frustrating trying to turn readers on to 
the book, and getting back "ATARI 
FORCE? C'mon— video games?" And It 
seems that no matter what you say, they 
won't look beyond the title. A sad 
thing— and their loss. I don't know If you 
should do a title change, though, since 
the book does have a fan fallowing 
(though not of the size it deserves) that 
may react negatively. Personally, it 
wouldn't make any difference to me. 

The book's future? I really hope n 
keeps going. I was really bummed when 
I heard that Garcia Lopez was leaving— I 
still am — and when I heard that Gerry 
Conway was calling it quits on the book 
too. I was about to follow suit. But when 
1 heard Mike Baron {the best writer In 
the field, I feel) was coming on the book 
my enthusiasm came rushing back! I 
really look forward to, and am curious 
about, ATARI FORCE'S future issues. 
Well, if it's any consolation to the book's 
creators, this retailer is behind you all 
the way! 

Bob Caswell 
35 Presidential Apts 
Amherst, MA 01 002 
/Thanks for we vote of confidence. Bob 
it's always good to near from people 
inside the comic book business — espe- 
cially whan they have something to say 
about the quality of our book. That's 
always been our number-one priority 
here — but a top-selling book would be 
nice too. We've spent some time think- 
ing about Just the things you mentioned. 
and while we haven't made any 
decisions yet, we do have more than a 
few interesting ideas we'd like to try on 
our readers. Watch for 'eml) 



Puzzling ms source ot fa.* s pa n is> 
.nternal— a tumor perhaps or a- Oh 
Ohl" 

Please, don I tell me ihal after all this 
time of thinking that Taz was one of the 
homeliest fellas around, "he" is really a 
"she" — and pregnant at thatl Please- 
say it ain't so! 

Somewhat disoriented. 
Kimberly RobbinB 
5220 Pentridge 8treei 
PhlladelphlB, PA 19143 
■ tin Mae Heal We really got ya with that 
one, didn't we? But seriously, Kim, the 
true sen of Tat was a well-kepi secret 
that Qarry Conway came up with when 
we first Introduced the character back in 
issue #8. Soon to be reprinted, by the 
way, in this year's YEAR'S BEST COM- 
ICS DIGEST SPECIAL— If you missed it 
the first time, don't do it again! We'd 
been hinting at this revelation for a long 
time, but you were the first to actually 
guess the truth — albeit begrudgingly— 
so we thought we'd print your letter 
here and olfer you our congratula- 
tions!' 



issue l '1 |U"ii seemed to be a warm-up 
to what s coming, and I suspect it to be 
better than what we've seen so far 
(although what could be more eventful 
than the destruction of an entire unl- 
verse?). Nevertheless, my suspicions 
remain strong, especially about Taz, 
who I think is more than he appears to 
be. Am I right? 

I'll find out soon enough. 

Ralph lenco 
1 1 Oakland Drive 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Canada L8E 3R4 
'Correct, Ralph — except the part about 
he — Kimberly beat you on that count! As 
far as the 16 -page feed stories, while 
Mike Baron could write a 50-page story 
each and every month, artist Ed Barreto 
has man v other commitments at DC that 
prevent him from turning around 23 
pages a month What with Superman 
covers. Teen Titans paintings — look for 
em soon — and other very secret pro- 
jects, Ed's a very busy guy! Not to 
mention inker Ricardo Villagran, who's 
already got his hands full inking both 
A TARI FORCE and STAR TREKeechand 
every month I) 



Dear OC. 

Before I begin this letter, let me jusi 
say welcome aboard to Mike Baron and 
Ed Barreto and wish you guys a happv 
and eventful run on this mag. 

Onward. The cover for ATARI FORCE 
«14 was just great. It had really good 
use of cover space with excellent use of 
bright and dull colors. The misplaced 
logo made It eye-catching. 

It seems that Mike Baron is just full of 
story ideas; we got just a glimpse of 
them In Issue #14. We got the maturing 
Babe, the mysterious Taz, a hint as to 
the fate of Black|ak and Atari HQ, as wel I 
as the fate of Chris. But if Mike's ideas 
are so numerous, why are the stories 
only 1 6 pages longl? Not that I don't like 
back-ups, but full-length stories have 
room for more development 



NEXT MONTH: The Force oomee 
home — and the shooting stand It's the 
spectacular lead-in to our staggering 
20th issue, and features the return of a 
bunch of supporting characters prac- 
tically everybody thought were dead! 
Don't miss— "Homecoming ." Plus: The 
long-awaited TAZ solo story, written 
and drawn by Ed Hannigan. Both only 
?BC, wherever illustrated periodicals 
are soldi 

— Andv Heifer 





PREPARE YOURSELF FOR THE ANSWER! 

APPBAKING IN BOTH E DITIONS OF.. 





t am seca&7Y/yio/<//7o& 00433 
' wfo&wmg you 7WT 7fse &70Se ty/U. \ 

0t~eASe TAxe yoa&A#ncc^$ 70 7*e / 

mAMK rot/... HAve/* 

— — S - 





let's see, that wiuu se 

57-4. SZ CREDITS,,, AND WE'LL 
HAVE A NEW SHIPMENT IN - - 




mm 



. rk \tirA 





WRITE RIGHT NOW! 



lawn arfrartfaer dine* for information. 

For minfliaing ntta writa 
Print Advertising Rtpmtmiatives, kc, 
355 LBONQTON AVE, HY, H.Y. 10017 



Treasures from the Sea 



WHAT IS NINJA? 



A 



You can bs ttfd ihest deadly Hch- 
fllques!!! ilillmaH In Salt OefansaH 11 
for nrwee (Miaiis " instant salt d«f«ns» 
system. W.B5 " Nln|a Comtal 
3vs!»m. M * Nln|» Throwing Star A 
Caltrop, 5b DEFENSE ARTS 
■Hll Hi «OX 1«2t. SHYNNA. M 
DM 



-K. 




Thousands of Marvels ft. PCs 
For catalog eend "En: to' 

CEMTORC0MIC8 

122 E. 42 St.«N«w York. NV '0188 
• dhrtoion »f C mtar n m r Hi Inc. 




NEW AND IMIPROVED 

Space Robot Mkt 

ROBOTS. ROROTS CATAIOC $1.50 
' 800 BOWIE IANE. GREENWOOD. MS 18930 



Real SHARKS TEETH! 

POSSUJZED AND PRESERVED OVER MILLIONS Or YEARS! 
These beautiful specimens from the forefathers of the Great White, Tigei, 
Mako and other species of ancient or now-extinct sharks were found along 
the famous Scientists Cliffs and Calvert Cliffs of the Chesapeake Bay. 
They're rare and supply is limited, so act todayl Show them with pride to 
vour friend? and relativesl 

i'iease send me the following real shark teeth-. 



CREATE PROFESSIOHAL COMIC ART WITH 

the COMIC ART CREATOR 

THE FIRST 3-D CAD COMPUTER SYSTEM 

FOR WRITERS, ARTISTS AND STUDENTS 

TOR COMPLETE INFO AND SAMPLE PRINT 

OUT SEND« mEFirNDEDVVTrHORDERlTO: 

NEWFANE GRAPHICS SSfcnVv? «m» 



tjpa 


y Prtca 








ft. $10* .• ... 


. . i 


NWIttl. ___. 




__ — 


8. $7 * 


-jj 


Address: ■■ ■„'•' 






C$6 * 




City „ , ... 






0. $4 x 




State-. ,„>', ■'-,'.,.. 






Total 


.....'*- .......... 


/to 







Sent) check ot ;.~.i.trtf>y order pius stamped.- wlf-*tfefressed ?n 
Say Company, tort. Republic. MD. 20*7* 



<>toc<: tv The Chesapeake 



CAMO CLOTHING — KIDS — even steea U4- 
8-9-10-12-14-18-1B -- reg. ft Bilm: 4-pkt pants - 
14.90; <H»kt pants — 21.99; 2-pkt shirts — 
14.99; 4-pkt shirts — 21.89; T-shirts — 7.99; 
fatigue caps — XS, 8, M, L, XL — 6.99; scarfi 
headband — 2.98; ad], bait - 2.99; Baoyee: 
3oec!al Foroee — 3.99; Paraoriutlet — 3.99; 
USMC ■ small — 3.99; USMC - laffle — 4.99; 
MANY MORE JTEMSII For sornplote listing 
sand $1 (rsfunood on 1st order), your name 
end address. WEPAY ALL SHIPPING CHARGES! I 
ACOefPANY, Sox 21 2S, fmrrtngien, * at 87401 . 



44 Page GIANT CATALOG of 

DC & Marvel Comics + Misc. items 

from 1940 to present $2.50. 

SAM'S COMIC WORLD, P.O. Box 

42106, Tucson, AZ. 85733 



TEXAS RATTLESNAKE EGGS 
Wait until yog sea !hem hatch, you 
won't bellovc your eyes. Guaranteed 
'.o frelghten anyone, 'treat tor 
sowing your friends, teachers 4k 
enemies. Sand your name and 
addresa plus $2.00 to: 
J.S.W. «17 AMTHOWV «C. 
CANUTILLO, TX 78S36-OC 





MISSED AN ISSUE??? 

We probably have it along with 

100.000 more from years ago. 

Send YOURm and S.A.S.E. for 

our selling price to: DAVE'S COMICS 

70191? THREE CHOPT ROAD 

. RICHMOND, VA. 23226 

(804)282-1211 ,. 

Most comics from the last 2 years 

are still cover price. 



GOLDEN STATE COMICS \ AH JSIUS B00Y? !ft IfcyS 



3i comics ssliir.g its 
noteclivB 



JOKE EXCHANGE, Pan Pals & 
More. Foi into Rush SASE & 
3: EASY", Box 252, Dept 
Str-jh. IN. 46789 



DVNAMIC-TEWSIW 

iter:s giving results you can 

feel and your friends will 

notice. Big, ussfu 1 musolss 

Qan weight if needed. Lose 

•poi tally." Send nante and 

address foi FREE infotmetlon. 

CHARLES ATLAS' 1 , P.O. Box 0.81T - 

M?3son Sq, Sta. , Mew York. NY 10159 1 




FU* KARATE 

] Learn unbeatable fighting power 
BLACK BELT INSTRUCTORS 

WH HOME STUDY COURSE 

Foi CERTIFICATE AWARDED 

Mte? ,n *ernational Karate School 

09BLK30, Box H, Befmar. MJ 07770 



Thousands & thousands of DCs, Marvels, 
and Golden Age/Silver Age Comics. For a 
catalog sand 50«i in coin or stamps to Harold 
Starbuck 1 2263 Stuebner Airline Suite #110. 

Houston. -Tx 77067 (713) 893-7242 



come Ml. 

•OOKS SAtgj 

iaa.W in »:ock. cowli*i» Maivai A DC 

Groucs from lS35ice'l AfcwT.V. Guides. 

r>«s &■»••«, U.N.C.I.8.. tioc Savage, 

SB. Dirk Snadowa, T.V. Anwnqere, 

ir.a--. Movie Hams. etc. ft*r, 1»CXM9»4 

*• *» QIAfIT CATALOG *1.W 

HOWARO ». *o*or*Ki 
P.O. Box I2« ; l%>»»^*9, DN3., in 11*28 



SHFR= chauffeur Ja 

lists 45,<7.X) words by ssuixt. If you oar. say it, 
\ou can look it up. Send $5.46 (check or money 
order] to Pilot Lien;, Soi 30SA. Sfoie Mtn., GA 
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3 MIL COMIC BAGS 

jm $5.25 pax 100 t*9» W 

Jr-T- 'nok'fD asc for catalog 1 
EMPIRE COMICS 
S72 Stone Road. Roof»5l8--, NY H»1S 



Claiseout Special I Digital Watches 

Hoars, Minutes and seconds display. 
Also has month and day display. Has 
light for easy night leading. Battery In- 
cluded Heavy duty casting and band. 
RUSH $3.00 to Northwestern Sales 
Inc. 6593-12 Powers Ave.. Jacksonville. 
Fla. 32217 
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BEN ODA REMEMBERED 
BY ANDREW HELPER 

You probably never thought twice 
about Ben .Oda. He was never 
interviewed by the fanzines. He wu 
never the guest of honor at a comics 
convention. Fana never begged him 
for hiB autograph. The spotlight never 
touched him. And there's probably a 
vary good reason for that. Ben Oda was 
neither writer nor artist nor comic book 
creator. He was just one of the 
hundreds of people who put the 
finishing touches on comics. Ben Oda 
was, to put it simply, a letterer. 

But Ben Oda had a fan club. An 
exclusive group. We kept its very 
existence a secret. Instead of calling it 
"The Ben Oda Fan Club," we called it 
DC Comics. To us, Ben waa not only 
our favorite comic book letterer; he 
was also our favorite human being. 
And when he passed away a few weeks 
ago, we all became acutely aware of a 
space in our lives that would never 
again be filled. 

Ben Oda was one of an ever- 
dwindling group of comic book 
professionals — the "old timers/' He 
worked on comics in their infancy, 
through their heyday, and right into 
the present. In the forties, his 
distinctive lettering style graced the 
pages of Jack Kir by ' s early work. In the 
fifties, when Harvey Kurtzman needed 
hand-lettering for his now-famous EC 
war comics, Ben was the man asked to 



do it. He was a letterer for the Chicago 
Tribune and King Features 
Syndicate, regularly turning out 
pages of Prince Valiant, Little Orphan 
Annie, The Phantom, and others too 
numerous to mention. And until mere 
days before he left us, Ben was also the 
most prolific letterer working at DC 
Comics. 

Those are the facts— they're easy to 
tell. What's harder to explain is the way 
Ben touched us all — every day of his 
life. 

Among other letterers, Ben was the 
acknowledged master — I remember 
Tom Orzekowski's delight over being 
introduced to him some years ago; and 
Bob Lappan literally studied Ben's 
work with a comprehensiveness that 
Ben found both flattering and 
confusing. He never quite understood 
why anyone would give his work a 
second glance — as far as he was 
concerned, his job was simply to make 
the writer and artist look as good as 
possible. 

And that's exactly what Ben did so 
well— twenty-four hours a day, seven 
days a week, or so it seemed. Ben 
would come into the DC offices every 
day at four-thirty in the afternoon (you 
could set your clock to it) with a 
staggering number of lettered pages. If 
you had a book that needed to be 
lettered overnight, you just gave it to 
Ben. Truth to tell, we took him for 
granted. He was the ultimate pinch- 
hitter, and he got the DC team out of 
more than one deadline jam. But, like 
most pinch-hitters, he seldom received 
the praise he deserved. 

And as much as we'd all like to 
believe otherwise, Ben was no speed 
demon. He'd work long hours, sit 



hunched over his drawing board late 
into the night, all to meet what he 
undoubtedly felt was a personal 
commitment to a friend. Sometimes, in 
his desire to please and help out, he 
would push himself too far, and the 
strain would show. Often, the results 
were hilarious. Once in a while, 

tman might "fight a wart on crime," 

d Superman might be referred to as 
'The Man of Seel." We'd laugh 
together over Ben's occasional 
blooper, and seldom think about the 
sleepless nights he'd put in just to get 
the job finished. Again, we took him for 
granted. 

But when the job was finally done, 
Ben would sit himself down in one 
editorial office or another and just 
shoot the breeze. This was where you 
really got to know and appreciate Ben. 
He could talk about practically 
anything — World War II and his time 
in the service (he was a paratrooper, a 
spy, and a part-time baseball player), 
his memories of comic book pros he'd 
worked with in the past, his family, the 
performance of various players on his 
Monday night bowling team, and the 
current state of the comic book field. 
All his stories and opinions were 
delivered with such a keen sense of 
humor that you couldn't help but 
laugh. 

But there was more to Ben than just 
that When Ben told a story, he became 
a kind of Japanese Will Rogers, a 
homespun humorist with a shy smile 
that could melt ice. Dozens of wrinkles 
etched into his face, laugh lines 
mingling with the ones that simply 
come with age, Ben often seemed like 
an ancient yet humane sage, always 
aware of the humor in life, and 
enjoying every minute of it. You had 
only to talk to Ben to see that this was 
true. HiB eyes would sparkle with life, 
and in an almost mystical 
transference, our eyes would sparkle 
too. 

And perhaps, when all is said and 
done, this was the most wonderful 
thing about Ben— his uncanny ability 
to make us smile, to make us laugh, to 
lift us out of our late-afternoon 
doldrums with a simple anecdote or 
tall tale — to simply be Ben. These were 
his gifts to us, these were the things we 
took for granted, and these are the 
things we will miss the most. 
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lice League of America 239: The 
origin of Vixen's Tantu totem as she 
confronts the Ox! 



D Crisis en Infinite Earths 3: The 

Outsiders! The Teen Titans! Sgt Rock! 

Legion! Losers! Barman! And ... the 

death of the Flash? 

D DC Comics Presents 82: Superman 

meets up with Adam Strange, with art 

by Klaus Jansonl 

D Fury of Firestorm 36: It's Plastique 

and Killer Frost out for Firestorm's 

blood! 

D Best of DC Digest 61: The Year's 

Best Comics including Titans, Swamp 

Thing, Atari Fores, and Green Lantern 

Corps! 



O Atari Forci M 18: The return of 
Tempest, plus a Hukka solo feature! 
D Shadow War of Hawkman 2: 
Hawkman must End the aliens before 
they can conquer the Earth! 

□ Tales of the Teen Titans 54: The 
Terminator's trial continues. 

D Vigilante 18: The second half of 

"Father's Day" by Alan Moore and Jim 

Baikie. 

D Deadman 2: Two full-length tales 

with startling Neal Adams art! 

□ Jonni Thunder 3: Jonni fights for her 
life high above San Francisco! 
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Introducing Clear-lips'" 
from Noxzema.® 

When it comes to actually 
clearing your skin, Clear-Ups™ 
Medicated Cleansing 
Pads can clear the acne 
pimples you already have, 
absorb oil, and help prevent 
new pimples before they 
surface. Clear-Ups help re- 
move blackheads and 
open clogged pores with one 
of the most effective acne 
medicines you can buy. In fact, 
there's nothin g more effective. 
Better skin. 
That's the clear difference. 




O 1985 NOXELL CORP 



Clean is good. 
Clear is better. 
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thomsen, the main mi 
In BMX, has teamed with 
Huffy, numero uno in bikes. 
The result: The Stu 
Thomsen Series. 
BMX. Totally awe 
With Competition Certified 
monster frame and fork. 
Power Stem. Power Bar. Eve, 
part of this bike has a part of 
Stu Thomsen built right in. Rig 
down to those pinstripe pads. 

Go ahead. Discover the 
experience. The BMXperience 
of Huffy, Stu. And you. 
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HUFFY 

America's First Choice 

-Sponsors. Shimano, Oakley, Haro, Bell, 
Viscount, Araya and Cheng Shin. 
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